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Summer Festivities of Early Music on the Wings of the Mythical Phoenix
In Prague, 13th April 2026 – The emblem of the 27th edition of the Summer Festivities of Early Music is one of the most significant mythological motifs across cultures and millennia – the fiery bird Phoenix.
The song of this peaceful creature is said to possess magical power, and its tears are believed to have healing properties. On its magical wings, the festival, subtitled MYTHS AND LEGENDS, will set off on a journey from July 16 to August 5 in search of treasures from (not only) European musical history. The programme offers diverse musical portrayals of famous characters of ancient mythology, reflections of legends about the saints in 16th- and 17th-century vocal polyphony, “legendary” compositions (about which a whole range of musical-historical myths of varying degrees of truth are being told) as well as tributes to legendary composers and virtuosos who have left an extraordinary mark in music history.“Mythology is the collective memory and soul of a civilization, from which spring our ideas about the world, life, and human values. Myths and legends have accompanied us since the beginning as universal stories that have inspired art across the centuries – music included. At this year’s festival, we return to them as living sources of imagination, discovery, and shared memory,” says the festival’s chief programme director, Jana Semerádová, about the upcoming edition.

During the concert evenings, the audience will embark on a journey through the immortal tales of the Olympian gods, the singer Orpheus and his beloved Eurydice, the Argonaut Jason and his fatal love and betrayal of Medea… You will be guided by world-class performers, many of whom are performing in the Czech Republic for the first time. For example, German bass-baritone Andreas Wolf, the British vocal ensemble Stile Antico, the Belgian vocal-instrumental ensemble Scherzi Musicali led by Nicolas Achten, the Spanish ensemble OBNI with violinist and artistic director Miriam Hontana, and the young German ensemble I Zefirelli. The audience will also have the opportunity to hear a wide range of unusual musical instruments, such as the chitarrone, colascione, chitarrino, oud, setar, and cornetto. The concert programs were mostly prepared specifically for the Summer Festivities of Early Music, and many works will be performed as both world and Czech modern premieres.
The opening ceremony of the 27th edition of the festival will feature the London-based vocal ensemble Stile Antico, which, in the acoustically unique Church of Our Lady and the Slavic Saints at the Emmaus Abbey, will commemorate the prominent figures of the Christian tradition as well as the 800th anniversary of the death of St. Francis of Assisi, and will present a “musical hagiography” of Renaissance Europe. The second concert, held at Troja Château, will present the timeless story of the mythical singer Orpheus, performed by the Flemish ensemble Scherzi Musicali under the direction of Nicolas Achten, who will appear not only as a singer but also as an instrumentalist on a variety of period instruments. The third evening will transport the audience into the world of ancient myths. The German ensemble I Zefirelli will bring to life the story of Jason and the Argonauts through early Baroque instrumental music in the Summer Refectory of the Strahov Monastery. The following concert, held at the of Sts. Simon and Jude Church, will feature Spanish violinist Miriam Hontana and the ensemble OBNI, who will present masterpieces of the Italian violin school in the program titled "Violino virtuoso". The international project Metamorfosi will also make its festival debut, connecting the musical traditions of East and West in a unique dialogue inspired by the ancient Metamorphoses, to be performed at Troja Château. The festival programme will also offer a journey back to the golden age of English music, performed by the Vittorio Ghielmi Viol Quartet, which will present a repertoire for viola da gamba consorts including works by Henry Purcell, at the Lobkowicz Palace. The final concert at the Sts. Simon and Jude Church will feature the festival’s resident ensemble Collegium Marianum under the direction of Jana Semerádová. The programme, curated for this occasion, will combine the opera works of Georg Frideric Handel and Henry Purcell with the secular cantatas of Johann Sebastian Bach, highlighting the timeless inspiration drawn from mythological themes. The soloist for the evening will be German bass-baritone Andreas Wolf.
Online reservations and tickets pre-sale begin on the 13th of April at 10 a.m. The concerts will take place in sacred and secular historic venues throughout the city of Prague (Emmaus Monastery, Troja Château, Church of St. Simon and St. Jude, Lobkowicz Palace, Strahov Monastery).

For more information, visit www.letnislavnosti.cz/en/.
Legendae sanctorum

“In honorem Sanctorum…!” The opening concert of the 27th edition of the Summer Festivities of Early Music will resonate within the ethereal acoustics of the Church of the Virgin Mary and Slavic Patrons in the Emmaus Monastery. The unforgettable experience will be provided by the phenomenal London ensemble Stile Antico, performing in the Czech Republic for the very first time. The cornerstone of the evening will be a tribute to the saints – great men and women of faith who were regarded as models of pious living, and whose lives are recounted in a specific literary genre: legends. The concert will include works sung in honour of St. James, St. Andrew, St. Cecilia, St. Catherine, and St. Francis of Assisi, the 800th anniversary of whose death will be marked in 2026.

The programme, curated specifically for this occasion, will present repertoire by the English, Franco-Flemish, Italian, and Spanish masters of Renaissance polyphony, presenting a selection of “musical hagiography” of the 16th and early 17th centuries. It will be framed by the Credo from the Missa Papae Marcelli and Allegri’s Miserere mei – works that are themselves shrouded in numerous musical-historical myths and legends. Let yourself be absorbed by a mosaic of twelve voices, in which music, history, and Christian mysticism merge in a single stream of pure beauty!

Orfeo ed Euridice

The timeless tale of the legendary singer Orpheus tells of the power of art – and especially music – which can soften even the heart of the ruler of the underworld. At the same time, however, it warns against human weakness, especially fear and doubt, which can destroy even the greatest hope… This tale inspired many (not only Italian) Renaissance and early Baroque composers, including Claudio Monteverdi, Jacopo Peri, and Giulio Caccini.

The enchanting voice of the mythical singer was able to captivate both human and mythical beings. Like Orpheus and Giulio Caccini, Nicolas Achten, the artistic director of the ensemble, accompanies himself while singing on a variety of plucked instruments – the theorbo, chitarrone, harp, and colascione. However, the instrumental palette of the renowned Flemish ensemble Scherzi Musicali is even more varied – listeners will hear a number of other lesser-known instruments (such as the lirone and chitarrino) used to accompany singing around the year 1600. This evening, which is exceptional in every respect, takes place in one of the most significant and beautiful Baroque monuments in Bohemia, a place steeped in mythology thanks to its rich painted and sculptural decoration… 

Viaggio magico

With the German ensemble I Zefirelli, listeners will embark on a mythical journey, ascending from the Summer Refectory of Strahov Monastery directly onto the deck of the legendary ship Argo, aboard which the Argonauts set out in search of the Golden Fleece. The story of Jason and his adventurous journey is one of the most significant Greek myths and serves as a symbol of cooperation, perseverance, the human desire for knowledge, and the determination to push boundaries, as well as the moral ambiguity and fleeting nature of earthly fame and wealth…

The programme, drawn from the instrumental repertoire of early Italian Baroque – replete with powerfully expressed and diverse emotions, passions, and moods – will offer the irresistible song of the Sirens, the graceful dance of the nymphs, dramatic sea storms, and awe at the dazzling brilliance of the golden treasure. It will also evoke the various shades of the fateful story of Jason and Medea – from boundless love through betrayal to cruel revenge – and, ultimately, gold as a symbol of beauty and triumph, but also of transience and deceptive illusion.

Violino virtuoso

“The Violino Virtuoso” concert will transport listeners to a time when the violin became the centrepiece of the musical world and when the Italian virtuoso school defined the boundaries of technical perfection while drawing inspiration from the cultural heritage of other nations, above all the exotic allure of the Iberian Peninsula. The programme will feature fiery Spanish rhythms and vibrant colours, compositions by the “violin wizard” Francesco Maria Veracini, Corelli’s iconic La Follia based on a wild Iberian dance, and Tartini’s legendary Devil’s Trill, a sonata shrouded in the myth of the composer’s dream in which the devil himself taught him to play the violin…

In the majestic setting of the Church of St. Simon and St. Jude, and accompanied by the ensemble OBNI (Objeto Barroco No Identificado), the Spanish violinist Miriam Hontana will make her instrument sing, captivating the audience with her sensitive, distinctive, and emotionally charged performance and her ability to let the music “speak” – transforming technical perfection into a genuine musical dialogue. This concert will be her debut in the Czech Republic.

Metamorfosi

Myths and legends have accompanied human civilisation since its very beginnings and form one of the pillars of human culture. They offered answers to questions about the origins of the world, life, humanity, and death… Set within the extraordinary atmosphere of Troja Château, the evening’s programme traces the roots of both Western and Eastern civilisations, weaving an imaginary musical epic about their transformations. It will be framed by characters from Ovid’s Metamorphoses – the nymphs Echo and Daphne, the singer Orpheus, and the prophetess Sibyl.

The evening’s performers will be renowned musicians from around the world who, through their collaborative synergy, have found their own musical language and sonic landscape. Farsi (traditional music associated with the cultural identity of Persia/Iran) and tarab (traditional Arabic singing characterised by emotional and repetitive forms) will be presented along with choral music, Renaissance polyphony, Baroque passaggi, folk songs, and improvisations. This musical odyssey spans repertoire from the 10th to the 18th centuries, building a bridge between East and West with a clear desire for dialogue and the search for a shared musical heritage. The unique concept of this project was created specifically for the Summer Festivities of Early Music.

Phantasy

Thanks to its velvety, silvery tone and wide range of articulation techniques – from a gentle whisper to energetic, dramatic accents – the viola da gamba is rightly considered one of the most beloved instruments in music history… Its ability to embrace a space and turn silence into melodious sound was certainly very popular in 16th- and 17th-century England. At the concert in Lobkowicz Palace, listeners will be transported to the golden age of English viola da gamba consorts, together with the members of the Vittorio Ghielmi Viol Quartet, in whose hands these instruments speak like the human voice and convey deep emotion.

The programme, composed of works by both renowned and nearly forgotten composers, contains numerous references to ancient deities, supernatural beings, and well-known mythological tales. At the heart of the evening are Purcell’s Fantasies, which are considered among the finest and most complex works of the genre, encompassing elaborate counterpoint and perfect mastery of all the polyphonic techniques of the time.

Mythologia aeterna

The Olympic gods themselves will be watching over the closing ceremony of the 27th edition of the Summer Festivities of Early Music. Mythology provided poets and composers with a rich repertoire of dramatic characters, symbols, archetypal motifs, and supernatural events that lent themselves to emotionally powerful musical interpretations. These universal and timeless stories explore human virtues, vices, passions, joyful events, and tragic fates…

The final concert comprises opera arias by George Frideric Handel and Henry Purcell, as well as rarely performed secular cantatas by Johann Sebastian Bach (commissioned by the University of Leipzig in honour of the Saxon royal family and the university’s professors). The audience will have the opportunity to admire inventive melodies, bold harmonies, colourful instrumentation, lively rhythms, and brilliant virtuosity. The evening will resound with the unique timbre of German bass-baritone Andreas Wolf, the enchanting flute playing of Jana Semerádová, and the interpretive mastery of the festival’s ensemble in residence, Collegium Marianum.
Tickets can be reserved and purchased online at www.letnislavnosti.cz starting from 13 April 2026

(10 a.m.). Tickets can be purchased or picked up at the Festival Center; a list of other sales locations is available at www.colosseumticket.cz.
The Festival Center (Galerie 1, Štěpánská 47, Prague 1) is open every Wednesday (from April 15 to July 29 2026) from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. (closed on July 8; and on July 22 it is open until 3:30 p.m.). Ticket pre-sale at the Festival Center will begin on April 15 2026. 

Seniors can get a 10 % discount on admission, students up to age 26 and children up to age 15 a 20 % discount.

Holders of ZTP cards (1 person) and ZTP-P cards (1 person with a companion) receive a 50 % discount.

The organiser traditionally offers a 4+ volume discount: a 20 % discount will be provided when purchasing the same number of tickets for 4 or more events. 

For selected concerts (July 16, July 24), the festival offers a special student program: 100 CZK per ticket without a specific seat assignment (holders of these tickets will be seated in available seats at the venue shortly before the concert begins). More information at www.letnislavnosti.cz.

The discount and bonus system is significantly expanded through the Collegium Club membership program! (For details, visit www.letnislavnosti.cz).
PROGRAMME:

CONCERTS
Thursday 16. 07. 2026 | 20.00

Émmaus Monastery, The Church of Our Lady and Slavic Saints
Legendae sanctorum

Veneration of the Saints in Renaissance Polyphony

G. P. da Palestrina, T. L. de Victoria, W. Byrd, G. Allegri etc.

STILE ANTICO (Great Britain)
Helen Ashby, Kate Ashby, Rebecca Hickey – soprano
Cara Curran, Emma Ashby, Rosie Parker – alto
Matthew Howard, Benedict Hymas, Jonathan Hanley – tenor
Gareth Thomas, James Arthur, Nathan Harrison – bass
Monday 20. 07. 2026 | 20.00

Troja Château, Emperor Hall
Orfeo ed Euridice

The Immortal Story of the Mythical Singer in Early Baroque Italian Operas

G. Caccini, C. Monteverdi, J. Peri, L. Rossi etc.
SCHERZI MUSICALI (Belgium)
Nicolas Achten – baritone, chitarrone, harp, colascione, art. director
Wei-Lian Huang – soprano
Félix Verry – Baroque violin
François Dambois – chitarrino, lute, theorbo
Justin Glaie – lirone, viola da gamba
Wednesday 22. 07. 2026 | 19.30
Strahov Monastery, Summer Refectory
Viaggio magico

Jason’s Adventurous Journey for the Golden Fleece
G. P. da Palestrina, S. Rossi, D. Castello, M. Uccellini etc.

I ZEFIRELLI (Germany)

Luise Catenhusen – recorder, cornetto
María Carrasco Gil – Baroque violin
Jakob Kuchenbuch – viola da gamba 

Tobias Tietze – lute, Baroque guitar
Tilmann Albrecht – harpsichord
Jeroen Finke – percussion
Friday 24. 07. 2026 | 19.30
Sts. Simon and Jude Church

Violino virtuoso

Legendary Violin Masters and Spanish Inspirations on the Apennine Peninsula

A. Corelli, G. Tartini, F. M. Veracini, D. Ortiz etc.

OBNI (Spain)
Miriam Hontana – Baroque violin, art. director 
Ramiro Morales – theorbo, Baroque guitar
Ismael Campanero – violon 

Daniel Oyarzabal – harpsichord 

Daniel Garay – percussion 

Monday 27. 07. 2026 | 20.00
Troja Château, Emperor Hall

Metamorfosi

Dialogues of Voices in the Music of the Orient and the Occident
Waed Bou Hassoun (Syria) – oud, voice
Vojtěch Semerád (Czech Republic) – voice, Baroque violin
Kiya Tabassian (Iran, Canada) – setar, voice 

Lambert Colson (Belgium) – cornetto, flutes 

Lucile Boulanger (France) – viola da gamba 

Thursday 30. 07. 2026 | 20.00
Lobkowicz Palace, Emperor Hall 
Phantasy

The Golden Age of English Gamba Consorts

H. Purcell, T. Hume, J. Blow, J. Playford etc.

VITTORIO GHIELMI VIOL QUARTET (Italy)
Vittorio Ghielmi – soprano and bass viola da gamba, art. director
Réka Nagy, Christoph Urbanetz, Marius Malanetchi – tenor and bass viola da gamba
Wednesday 05. 08. 2026 | 19.30
Sts. Simon and Jude Church

Mythologia aeterna
Mythical Figures in the Operas of G. F. Handel and the Secular Cantatas of J. S. Bach

Andreas WOLF (Germany) – bass-baritone 
COLLEGIUM MARIANUM – Baroque orchestra
Jana Semerádová – flauto traverso, art. director

Lenka Torgersen – concert master
ADDITIONAL EVENTS
Thursday 23. 07. 2026
Melantrichova 19

Interpretation Seminar
Renaissance and Baroque vocal repertoire of Italian and German origin 

(for soloists and ensembles)
Lecturer:

Luise Catenhusen (Germany) – cornetto, recorders
21. – 25. 10. 2026
Melantrichova 19

Akademie Versailles
International vocal-instrumental courses in French Baroque music

Jean-Philippe Rameau (Concerts en sextuor; opera arias)
Lecturers:

Vittorio Ghielmi (Italy) – orchestra, musical direction
Chantal Santon Jeffery (France) – solo singing, interpretation, ornamentation
Benoît Dratwicki (France) – declamation, rhetoric, French pronunciation
Organiser: Collegium Marianum – Týnská škola

The festival is a member of the European Early Music Network (REMA) and is the proud recipient of the prestigious EFFE Label 2026–2027 and the designation “exceptional festival.”
The festival is held under the patronage of:

the Mayor of Prague, Bohuslav Svoboda, M.D., Ph.D.,

and the Czech National Commission for UNESCO
With the kind financial support of:
The Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic

The City of Prague (in 2026, the City of Prague is supporting the festival with a grant of 1,630,000 CZK)

the State Cultural Fund of the Czech Republic

the Czech-German Future Fund

Acción Cultural Española (AC/E), Programme for the Internationalisation of Spanish Culture (PICE)

the French Institute in Prague

the Embassy of the Kingdom of Spain in the Czech Republic

the Instituto Cervantes in Prague

Wallonie-Bruxelles International
In collaboration with:

Prague 1 City District

Gallery 1

Prague City Gallery

House of Lobkowicz

Royal Premonstratensian Canonry at Strahov

Collegium Marianum Foundation

Centre de musique baroque de Versailles
Main Media Partner:

Czech Radio Vltava

Partners:

TritonIT

Hotel Constans

Tiskárna Flora

WDLux

KominAir

Media Partners:
Klasika PLUS

Opera PLUS

Polyharmonie

Rádio Proglas

PROPAMÁTKY
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Media Contact: 
SMART Communication s.r.o. 
Silvie Marková

[image: image3.jpg]


M: +420 604 748 699
E: markova@s-m-art.com 
Collegium Marianum

Vodičkova 32, Praha 1 
T/F: +420 224 229 462, +420 731 448 346

www.letnislavnosti.cz

