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Musical and family ties across the centuries – the Summer Festivities of Early Music festival presents its programme
Prague, 15 April 2025 – Dynasties, family ties, and dramas that shaped not only the history of music – this year’s 26th edition of the international music festival Summer Festivities of Early Music is subtitled Familia and explores family motifs in various contexts of European music history. From 
17 July to 5 August, a varied programme will take the audience on a journey through the centuries in search of treasures from music archives, accompanied by leading international and local performers. This year’s festival programming focuses on important musical families, both composers and printers (without whose work many compositions would have long since fallen into oblivion), as well as families of patrons who supported the creation of new works. Monastic communities were also families of sorts, in which very rich musical life often flourished. Family relationships, which are an inexhaustible well of emotions, passions, experiences, knowledge and humour, are, of course, also reflected in the festival programmes and are conveyed by both artificial music and folk music. Family relationships and dramas also appear in opera stories, for which they were a popular source of inspiration. “Once again this year, audiences can look forward to performances by world-class ensembles and soloists, most of whom have prepared their concert programmes specifically to align with the festival theme, directly at the request of our festival. We invite you to experience sacred and secular compositions, music that was performed at the courts of the nobility, French medieval motets, folk songs, virtuoso sonatas and operatic arias,” says the festival’s programming director, Jana Semerádová, enticing audiences with the programme. During the festival, music from the Middle Ages to the High Baroque will be performed, and the audience can look forward to unbridled musicality, captivating musical creativity, and unconventional musical instruments such as the vihuela, organetto, fiddle and viola da gamba.  
The festival’s 26th edition will be opened by the Berlin-based Ensemble Polyharmonique (led by artistic director Alexander Schneider) with a vocal-instrumental programme based on the compositional legacy of several members of arguably the world’s most famous musical dynasty. In addition to the great Johann Sebastian Bach, born 340 years ago this year, the concert in the Church of Our Lady and Slavic Saints in the Emmaus Monastery will also feature music by his predecessors – Johann Michael, Heinrich, Johann Christoph, and Johann Ludwig Bach. After eleven years, the phenomenal Portuguese ensemble Sete Lágrimas, which won the hearts of the audience in 2014 with its spontaneity and musical creativity, returns to the festival stage. The concert programme will guide the audience through all the rites of passage and stages of life, from birth to death, illustrated by examples of both the artificial and traditional musical heritage of Iberian culture across centuries and religious denominations. The third concert, located in the Basilica of St. Peter and Paul in Vyšehrad, will feature the oldest music performed at the 26th edition of the festival. The Spanish ensemble Tasto Solo, under the direction of Guillermo Pérez, will transport the audience to the mystical world of medieval monasteries, chapters and universities, i.e. into the environment of the religious and intellectual elites of the time. The fourth evening will offer a recital by two of the most promising musicians of the new generation of historically informed interpreters of early music – French violinist Théotime Langlois de Swarte and French-American harpsichordist Justin Taylor. They will present 
a virtuosic programme at the Lobkowicz Palace paying tribute to the brothers Louis and François Francœur. Making their Prague debut, the Swiss ensemble Concerto Scirocco will draw attention to an important phenomenon of music history – printing. The concert’s programme will focus on editions published by the Gardano/Magni family, one of the largest and most important music publishers of the 17th century, not only in Venice but also throughout the whole of Europe. The sixth festival evening will be an invitation to the most noble society of the English kingdom in the second half of the 17th century and early part of the 18th century. Flemish ensemble Musica Gloria and countertenor Pieter de Praetere will remind the audience that in addition to the popular and successful Henry Purcell, his relative Daniel was also engaged in music. The final concert traditionally belongs to Collegium Marianum, the festival’s ensemble-in-residence, under the direction of Jana Semerádová. The programme, composed especially for this occasion, will demonstrate how family relationships have been an inexhaustible source of artistic inspiration and also the driving force behind complicated operatic plots. Arias from the opera Giulio Cesare in Egitto by George Frideric Handel and Il Giustino by Antonio Vivaldi will be performed by Ukrainian-German soprano Kateryna Kasper and Czech baritone Roman Hoza.
Online booking and pre-sale of tickets for all festival concerts starts on 15 April at 10 am. The concerts will take place in both sacred and secular historical venues of the capital city of Prague (the Emmaus Monastery, Troja Chateau, Church of Sts. Simon and Jude, Lobkowicz Palace and the Basilica of St. Peter and Paul in Vyšehrad).
For more information see www.festivalprague.com.
The Summer Festivities of Early Music festival is an inseparable part of the Prague holiday season. From 
17 July to 5 August, it invites you to explore the gems and mysteries of European music history with leading international and local performers. The festival evenings take place in sensitively chosen historical halls of Prague palaces, churches and monasteries, which lend them an unmistakable atmosphere. The programmes present not only the diversity of different “national” schools and traditions, especially in Baroque music, but also a variety of artistic forms and their contemporary reception. The festival features world-class ensembles and soloists in programmes that have been predominantly commissioned directly by the festival production team.
Die Bach-Familie
The name “Bach” was virtually synonymous with “musician” in Central Germany during the Baroque period. The family tree of male members of the branched lineage of musicians was compiled by Johann Sebastian himself, who was committed to maintaining the strong family tradition. The collection of his ancestors’ vocal compositions, which he inherited and carefully preserved – the Altbachisches Archiv – has become the foundation of the programme of the opening concert of the 26th edition of the Summer Festivities of Early Music. Berlin’s Ensemble Polyharmonique explores the musical core and interconnectedness of the works of selected members of the Bach family, offering an original insight into the universe of this musical dynasty.

The highlight of the concert will be Jesu, meine Freude, a monumental motet, in which Johann Sebastian brings this genre to perfection while adopting many stylistic elements of his compositionally proficient ancestors. Bach’s longest and most complex motet will symbolically connect all the musical genealogical lines from Johann Michael, Johann Christoph and Johann Ludwig into a brilliantly structured masterpiece of creative genius.
Música da vida
The second concert of the festival will feature the phenomenal Portuguese ensemble Sete Lágrimas with 
a theme that is specifically linked to the family – rites of passage in the music of the Iberian Peninsula and the Portuguese diaspora. Folk customs and traditions have always been deeply embedded in the fabric of everyday life. The birth of a child, welcoming a new member into the family, love and courtship, blessings, and wedding ceremonies uniting not only individuals but entire family clans… However, peace and tranquility was often disrupted by various conflicts, breakups, or separations, ideally followed by reunions and reconciliations. The endless family cycle was ultimately brought to an end by death, which was not only a moment of grief, but also a time for thanksgiving and celebration of the transition to a new life.

 The concert programme will take the audience through all the stages of life from birth to death, illustrated by examples of both the artificial and traditional musical heritage of Iberian culture across centuries, continents and confessions.
La flor en Paradis
Led by Guillermo Pérez, the Spanish ensemble Tasto Solo will take the audience into the mystical world of Medieval monasteries, chapters and universities, i.e., into the milieu of the monastic and intellectual elites of this historical period. For their first ever Prague performance, the ensemble has selected works from the second half of the 13th century, which will be performed in a unique combination of voice (Anne-Kathryn Olsen), organetto and fiddle. The repertoire for this dramaturgical gem comes, for example, from the famous and richly illuminated manuscript, Codex Montpellier, or from the Codex Las Huelgas, written for the “spiritual family” of nuns in the Cistercian convent in Burgos, Spain.

The ensemble will perform popular French motets, which combine the sacred and the profane, as well as sequences, “organum fleuri” or instrumental dances. The concert in the Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul in Vyšehrad will be the highlight of the festival programme, in accordance with the statement of the French musical theorist Johannes de Groche (c. 1300): “This type of music should not be played in front of an ordinary audience, because they cannot appreciate its sophistication nor take delight in it. Rather, it should only be performed in front of those people who seek subtlety in art.”
Les frères Francœur
The surname “Francœur” is indelibly inscribed in history by several remarkable personalities of musical life. The concert, held in the Prague Castle’s Lobkowicz Palace (which is said to offer the most beautiful view of the Prague skyline), will pay tribute to two of the Francœurs, in particular: Louis and François. While Louis’s work remains true to the French style, François’s compositions draw on the Italian musical tradition. Nevertheless, the music of both brothers is distinguished by its melodic depth, sparkling virtuosity and highly imaginative polyphonic effects. One could even trace François’s connection with Bohemia – in 1723, he visited Prague on the occasion of the coronation of Charles VI.

This recital of two of the most promising musicians of the new generation of “historically informed interpretation of early music” offers not only virtuosity, but also melancholy, grace and elegance. Accompanied by the French-American musician Justin Taylor on harpsichord, the French violinist Théotime Langlois de Swarte plays a violin made by Carlo Bergonzi in 1773.
A Venezia
Venice… It would be hard to find a place that has bequeathed a greater legacy to the history of music than this fascinating, fabled city on the lagoon. From time immemorial, Venice has attracted the attention of artists, craftsmen and merchants. And in the 17th century, the city also became one of the most important centres of music printing. With publishers passing on their expertise from generation to generation, we can literally speak of dynasties of famous Venetian music printers. Without their craftsmanship and commercial flair, the works that we admire today would have fallen into oblivion.

The concert’s dramaturgy will focus on editions printed by the Gardano/Magni family, one of the largest and most important music publishers not only in Venice, but also throughout Europe. Virtuosic Early Baroque sonatas, fantasias, sinfonias, canzonas or ciacconas will be brought to the concert stage by the ensemble Concerto Scirocco. The first ever performance of this renowned ensemble will be at the Troja Château – in the attractive setting of an Italian summer villa on the bank of the Vltava River.
Their Majesties
“Strike the viol, touch the lute, inspire the flute, sing in cheerful and harmonious lays…” The famous aria “Strike the viol” by Henry Purcell will crown the festival evening, appropriately located in the Lobkowicz Palace. But it also heralds its overall message – let the cheerful voice and harmonious sound of viol, lute or flute reach the ears not only of all present listeners, but also of its bygone musical patrons – members of the royal House of Stuart.

The Flemish ensemble Musica Gloria will arrive to Prague with an invitation to the most distinguished society of the Kingdom of England of the second half of the 17th and early 18th centuries. The ensemble features all the above-mentioned instruments; and vocal lines will be performed by Pieter de Praetere, a young countertenor, who is also from Belgium. Evoking the typical atmosphere of a “magic island”, the exquisite programme will remind us of a little-known fact – that apart from the very popular and successful Henry Purcell, his relative Daniel also pursued an active musical career.
Passione d’amore
As an inexhaustible source of emotions, passions, dramas and humour, family relationships once provided endless artistic inspiration and drove the intricate plots of operatic themes. In the closing concert of the 26th edition of the Summer Festivities of Early Music, the audience will be taken back in time to the heyday of Italian Baroque opera, featuring excerpts from two works by the genre’s most eminent composers – George Frideric Handel and Antonio Vivaldi.

Listeners can enjoy arias full of love, hatred, betrayal and forgiveness. Both operas – Giulio Cesare in Egitto and Il Giustino – premiered in 1724. And as this is music that ages like fine wine, it will certainly delight 
a Prague audience after more than 300 years. Arias will be performed by the internationally acclaimed Ukrainian-German soprano Kateryna Kasper and the equally outstanding Czech baritone Roman Hoza, to the accompaniment of the festival’s Czech ensemble in residence, Collegium Marianum, under the direction of Jana Semerádová.
Tickets can be booked and purchased online at www.festivalprague.com. Reserved tickets can be picked up and paid for at the Festival Center or paid for online with a credit card. List of more sales points at www.colosseumticket.cz.

Festival Center
Galerie 1, Štěpánská 47, Prague 1

Wednesdays 10.00–18.00 (16 April – 30 July 2025)

2 July the Festival Center will be closed.

Senior citizens (aged 63+) are entitled to a 10 % reduction on the ticket, students up to 26 years and children under 15 years to a 20 %. A 50 % reduction on tickets is offered for ZTP (1 person) and ZTP-P (1 person and 1 accompanying) card-holders.

4+ reduction: Upon purchase of tickets for 4 or more concerts, a reduction of 20 % on the price of each ticket applies.

For students we offer a Student´s special: 100 CZK / 1 ticket without specifying a specific seat (holders of these tickets will be seated in the available seats just before the start of the concert).

Student´s special is available only for the concerts 17 July and 5 August.
PROGRAM:

CONCERTS
Thursday 17 July 2025

Emmaus Monastery, The Church of Our Lady and Slavic Saints
Die Bach-Familie

The Musical Legacy of a legendary Family
Heinrich Bach, Johann Christoph Bach, Johann Michael Bach, 

Johann Ludwig Bach, Johann Sebastian Bach

ENSEMBLE POLYHARMONIQUE (Germany)

Magdalene Harer, Joowon Chung – soprano
Alexander Schneider – alto, artistic director 

Johannes Gaubitz, Christopher Renz – tenor

Matthias Lutze – bass
Martin Jantzen – violone

Tineke Steenbrink – positive organ 

Monday 21 July 2025

Troja Château 
Música da vida

The Cycle of Life in the Iberian Peninsula and the Portuguese Diaspora

SETE LÁGRIMAS (Portugal)

Filipe Faria – voice, percussion, artistic director
Sérgio Peixoto – voice, artistic director
Tiago Matias – vihuela, Baroque guitar
Juan de la Fuente – percussion
Mário Franco – double bass
Wednesday 23 July 2025

Basilica of Sts. Peter and Paul, Vyšehrad
La flor en Paradis

The Medieval Universe of Monastic and Intellectual Elites

Codex Montpellier, Codex Las Huelgas, Le Manuscrit du Roy etc.

TASTO SOLO (Spain)
Anne-Kathryn Olsen – soprano
Pau Marcos – fiddle 

Guillermo Pérez – organetto, artistic director
Friday 25 July 2025

Lobkowicz Palais

Les frères Francœur 

Virtuosity and Grace in the Works of the Francœur Brothers

François Francœur, Louis Francœur, Arcangelo Corelli, 

Joseph-Nicolas-Pancrace Royer, Jean-Jacques-Baptiste Anet

Théotime Langlois de Swarte (France) – Baroque violin
Justin Taylor (France) – harpsichord 

Monday 28 July 2025

Troja Château 

A Venezia

Italian Music of the 17th Century in the Editions of the Venetian Magni Dynasty

Biagio Marini, Dario Castello, Bartolomé de Selma y Salaverde, 
Giovanni Legrenzi, Maurizio Cazzati, Massimiliano Neri

CONCERTO SCIROCCO (Italy/Switzerland)
Alﬁa Bakieva – Baroque violin 

Giulia Genini – dulcians, recorders, artistic director
Luca Bandini – violon
Giovanni Bellini – theorbo 

Michele Vannelli – harpsichord
Thursday 31 July 2025

Lobkowicz Palais
Their Majesties

Henry and Daniel Purcell in the Service of the Stuarts

Henry Purcell, Daniel Purcell, Tobias Hume

MUSICA GLORIA (Belgium)

Pieter De Praetere – countertenor
Nele Vertommen – Baroque oboe, recorder, artistic director
Evan Buttar – viola da gamba

Thomas Langlois – theorbo 
Beniamino Paganini – harpsichord, recorder, artistic director
Tuesday 5 August 2025

Sts. Simon and Jude Church
Passione d’amore

The Power of Love in Family Dramas

arias from the operas:

Georg Frideric Handel: Giulio Cesare in Egitto (1724)
Antonio Vivaldi: Il Giustino (1724)
Kateryna KASPER – soprano
Roman HOZA – baritone
COLLEGIUM MARIANUM

Jana SEMERÁDOVÁ – flauto traverso, artistic director
Lenka TORGERSEN – concert master 

Magdalena Malá, Daniel Podroužek, Vojtěch Jakl, Małgorzata Malke, Viktor Tomek, Jan Hádek – Baroque violin
Andreas Torgersen, Jonáš Kolomý – Baroque viola 

Hana Fleková – Baroque cello 

Luděk Braný – double bass 

Luise Haugh, Vojtěch Podroužek – Baroque oboe 

Kryštof Lada – Baroque bassoon 

Filip Hrubý – harpsichord 

Jan Krejča – theorbo
ADDITIONAL PROGRAMME
Friday 18 July 2025

Melantrichova 19

Workshop
Renaissance and Baroque Vocal Music of German provenance
(soloists and vocal ensembles)

Lecturers (Germany):

ENSEMBLE POLYHARMONIQUE

Alexander Schneider
6–10 November 2025
Melantrichova 19

Akademie Versailles

International Vocal-Instrumental Masterclasses of the French Baroque Music
Giovanni Antonio Guido, Giovanni Battista Somis, Louis-Gabriel Guillemain, 

Michele Masciti, Jean-Marie Leclair

Lecturers:
Lenka Torgersen (CZE) – orchestra, musical direction
Chantal Santon Jeffery (France) – vocal class
Benoît Dratwicki (France) – pronunciation, declamation
Organizer: Collegium Marianum – Týnská škola

The festival is a member of the European Early Music Network (REMA).

The Summer Festivities of Early Music is a proud recipient of the prestigious EFFE Label 2024–2025.

Under the auspices of:

the Minister of Culture of the Czech Republic Mgr. Martin Baxa,

the Mayor of the City of Prague doc. MUDr. Bohuslav Svoboda, CSc.,
and the Czech Commission for UNESCO
Festival is held with a kind financial support of:
Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic 
City of Prague (1,500,000 CZK)
State Cultural Fund of the Czech Republic 
Deutsch-Tschechischer Zukunftsfonds 

Acción Cultural Española (AC/E)
French Institute in Prague
the Government of Flanders
Embassy of Spain in Prague
Instituto Cervantes v Praze
Italian Culture Institute in Prague
Institute Camões, I.P.
In collaboration with:
Prague 1 District
Galerie 1
Prague City Gallery
House of Lobkowicz

Collegium Marianum Foundation
Centre de musique baroque de Versailles
Main Media Partner:
Czech Radio Vltava
Partners:

TritonIT
Hotel Constans
Flora Print
WDLux

Media Partners:
Klasika PLUS
Opera PLUS
Polyharmonie
Mladý svět
PROPAMÁTKY

Dějiny a současnost

Radio Proglas

Pro kulturu

Contact:
SMART Communication s.r.o. 
Silvie Marková

M: +420 604 748 699
E: markova@s-m-art.com 
Collegium Marianum

Vodičkova 32, Praha 1 
T/F: +420 224 229 462, +420 731 448 346

www.letnislavnosti.cz
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