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The Summer Festivities of Early Music celebrates 25th birthday!

Prague, 23 April 2024 – If you hear beautiful music in your dreams, it is a lucky sign – only good things are in store for you! One of them is here – the Summer Festivities of Early Music have published the programme of their 25th anniversary edition, whose fine-tuned dramaturgy is framed by DREAMS. The festival’s offerings focus on dreaming and imagination in various early music contexts, as well as the work of musical visionaries. Audiences can look forward to treats and treasures from the music archives, unusual musical instruments, unbridled musicality, and the captivating musical creativity of the invited artists. „The concerts will bring to life the singing and music-making angels from an altar triptych from the end of the 15th century, evoke the atmosphere of salon concerts of the music-loving nobility and bourgeoisie (where the works of such geniuses as W. A. Mozart and L. van Beethoven used to be heard), present brilliant works by composers from sunny Naples (which was not for nothing called the “conservatory of Europe”), and will also give space to exotic repertoire – listeners can expect melancholic modinhas, emotionally intense fado, sensual dances called lundum and other impressive rhythms and breathtaking melodies of the southern European repertoire,“ explains the festival’s founder and programming director Jana Semerádová. The final performance will offer a scenic production of G. F. Handel’s pastoral opera featuring puppets. 
The seven festival evenings will be held in sensitively chosen historic halls, which lend the concerts an unmistakable atmosphere. After nine years, the festival returns to the Renaissance Ball Game Hall in the Royal Garden of Prague Castle, which will be brought to life by the exhilarating Basque Euskal Barrok Ensemble. A variety of historical instruments, whose sound is rarely heard, will grace the festival’s stages. Members of the renowned Capella de la Torre ensemble will present the shawm, alto pommer, dulcian, and Renaissance trombone, to accompany the soprano Hana Blažíková. The vocal and instrumental programme will offer, among other things, an answer to the question of what a person from the first half of the 17th century dreamt about. The opening concert, Paradisi porte, will be a truly exceptional showcase of interesting sounds – there will be a fiddle, tromba marina (trumscheit), psaltery, Gothic harp, organetto, kannel, and medieval trumpets (buisine, trompette des ménestrels, clareta). The Le Salon de musique concert will take us to the environment of classical and early romantic salons – string quintets and sextets by W. A. Mozart and L. van Beethoven will be complemented by the Czech premiere of a sextet by the Polish composer I. F. Dobrzyński, which was already considered by contemporary critics to be “the best of its kind”. The protagonists of the concert will be soloists of the Wrocławska Orkiestra Barokowa. The fame and virtuosity of the Neapolitan style will be recalled by the Talenti Vulcanici ensemble, whose home is this southern Italian metropolis. One musical delicacy after another will fill the beautiful painted hall of Troja Chateau, a true gem of Italian artistic style on the banks of the Vltava River. The Portuguese ensemble Os Músicos do Tejo will accompany the rising star of world opera, soprano Ana Vieira Leite. Listeners will be treated to gems from the Portuguese music archives, as well as melancholic modinhas, emotionally intense fado, and sensual dances called lundum. The celebration of the festival’s 25th birthday will culminate in the theatre – where magic and miracles transport audiences to a world of fantasy. The staged performance of G. F. Handel’s pastoral opera Acis and Galatea is an ideal portrayal of a life of love and peace, which even jealousy cannot destroy and in which death is not a sign of the end but of a new beginning. The sparklingly delightful, yet fatally dramatic story of the nymph Galatea, the shepherd Acis, and the Cyclops Polyphemus will be told by five soloists, actors from the Buchty a loutky (Cakes and Puppets) theatre troupe and the Collegium Marianum ensemble under the direction of Jana Semerádová. The performance is dedicated to the memory of soprano Patricia Burda Janečková († 2023), who played the role of the nymph Galatea in the premiere production of this musical piece in 2017.

The concerts will take place in sacred and secular historical spaces of the capital city of Prague (Emmaus Monastery, Strahov Monastery, Troja Chateau, Sts Simon and Jude Church, Ball Games Hall at the Prague Castle, ABC Theatre).
More info: www.festivalprague.com.
Paradisi porte

The famous altarpiece-triptych by the Flemish painter Hans Memling, “God the Father with Singing and Music-Making Angels”, was painted around 1490. Wim Becu, the artistic director of the Oltremontano Antwerpen ensemble, was inspired by the depiction of this heavenly concert and initiated an exact reconstruction of the instruments depicted (fiddle, tromba marina, psaltery, harp, lute, organetto, clareta, trompette des ménestrels, shawm). All these instruments will be heard, together with the angelic voices of the female members of the Tiburtina Ensemble under the direction of Barbora Kabátková, in compositions from late 15th century sources, mainly from Bruges, Belgium, which is the music that immediately surrounded Memling. The carefully constructed and ingeniously designed programme will be performed in the unparalleled spiritual milieu of the Church of Our Lady and Slavic Saints of the Emmaus Monastery. The musical experience will be enhanced by the visual impression of Memling’s triptych, a reproduction of which will be placed on stage.
Le Salon de musique

“My Prague people understand me...,” famously boasted Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart of his Czech audience. Transcriptions and paraphrases from the pens of Czech composers, intended for performance in music salons, also served to popularise the works of this peerless genius and visionary. For example, the arrangement of The Marriage of Figaro for string quintet was very likely performed in the castles of the Clam-Gallas family. And it was from a manuscript from the Frýdlant Count’s library that the Polish cellist Jarosław Thiel chose two pieces for the concert at Strahov Monastery. Under his artistic direction, the soloists of the Wrocław Baroque Orchestra will perform a quintet by another unrivalled great – Ludwig van Beethoven. The highlight of the programme will be a string sextet composed by a representative of Polish musical romanticism, Ignacy Feliks Dobrzyński. Critics of the time wrote that the composition “is one of the best works of its kind”! The composition, interwoven with national elements, takes full advantage of the sound and technical possibilities of the instruments and its brilliant finale gives all the musicians the opportunity to showcase their virtuosity.

Visioni di Napoli

A number of excellent composers and performers who subsequently became famous across Europe came from the sunny city of Naples. Not for nothing was the city under Vesuvius nicknamed “the conservatory of Europe”… The virtuosity of Neapolitan musicians directly influenced the stylistic refinement of instrumental forms, such as solo and chamber sonatas and sinfonias. The Talenti Vulcanici ensemble, who have their home in the southern Italian metropolis, will present, under the artistic direction of harpsichordist Stefano Demicheli, the works of Neapolitan natives and 18th-century composers working there to the Prague audience. Brilliant works by Francesco Durante and Nicola Fiorenza, who contributed to the fame of the Neapolitan conservatories, will be presented, along with virtuoso violin pieces by the London-based Nicola Matteis, solo harpsichord sonatas by Domenico Scarlatti and trio sonatas by Angelo Ragazzi, whose career culminated in Vienna. One Neapolitan-style musical delicacy after another will fill the beautiful painted hall of Troja Chateau, a true gem of Italian artistic style on the banks of the Vltava River.
Tempus mirabilium

“Wir sind ein Traum der Zeiten...” the lyrics of Constantin Christian Dedekind’s song perfectly express not only the “dreamy” theme of this year’s festival edition, but also the melancholic feeling of someone from the first half of the 17th century who had to face many of the vicissitudes of life against the backdrop of the inexorable march of history. What did he dream about? Peace, love, hope, salvation... However, war and a complicated political situation could not completely inhibit intense cultural exchange and musical flowering. Nor did it stop people from laughing, rejoicing, and dancing. The programme of the concert, which will bring together the best of the Czech and German artistic scenes, will be proof of this. Soprano Hana Blažíková will be accompanied by the renowned German ensemble Capella de la Torre under the artistic direction of Katharina Bäuml. Several types of historical woodwind instruments (such as the shawm, pommer, and dulcian) will be presented in a vocal and instrumental repertoire of secular and sacred provenance by composers who are not commonly heard on Czech stages.
Fantasia portuguesa

The concert of the Portuguese ensemble Os Músicos do Tejo in the beautiful hall of Troja Chateau will be a truly extraordinary experience. Marcos Magalhães, the ensemble’s artistic director, has prepared a unique programme for this hall during which the audience will experience the exotic atmosphere of the Portuguese kingdom in the 18th and early 19th centuries. In arias from Portuguese Baroque operas, which bear strong Italian influences, a rising star of world opera, the soprano Ana Vieira Leite, will perform in Prague for the first time ever. She and the versatile musician Marco Oliveira, one of Lisbon’s most prominent fado performers, will present popular songs – melancholic modinhas that reflect their Brazilian origins as well as emotionally intense fado. The improvisational art of the ensemble’s members will be given space in sensual dances called lundum. The Os Músicos do Tejo ensemble tirelessly discovers treasures in the Portuguese archives and the Prague audience will surely be delighted with them!
Sueños mágicos

The richly decorated Ball Games Hall in the Royal Garden of Prague Castle, adorned with figurative and ornamental sgraffiti, has long been used for entertainment. It will be no different with the concert aptly named “Magical Dreams”, whose protagonists will be the vivacious members of the popular Basque group Euskal Barrok Ensemble led by Enrike Solinís. The guitar virtuoso from Bilbao, who will also introduce the audience to the intoxicating sound of the Turkish lavta and medieval gittern, is – like his ensemble – renowned for his boundless musicality and captivating musical creativity. The impressive rhythms and fascinating melodies of the southern European repertoire will surely not only make the audience dance but perhaps also the allegories of virtue and the seven liberal arts depicted on the walls of the Renaissance architectural gem, to which the Summer Festivities of Early Music are returning after 9 years. ¡Olé!
Acis and Galatea
Join us in celebrating the 25th birthday of the festival with a visit to the theatre – a place of magic and wonders that will transport you to a world of fantasy! George Frideric Handel’s lovely pastoral opera presents an ideal picture of a life of love and peace, which even jealousy cannot destroy and in which death is not a sign of the end but of a new beginning. It is set in a dreamy landscape full of natural beauty… This first ever Handel opera to use an English text has remained almost continuously in the repertoire of opera houses until today. This magical performance, with Baroque gestures and puppets of various sizes, is the result of many years of cooperation between the Collegium Marianum ensemble and the Buchty a loutky theatre troupe. The audience can look forward to a unique theatrical poetics, unmistakable humour and a distinctive emphasis on the artistic aspect. Five soloists and the festival’s ensemble in residence, directed by Jana Semerádová, will tell the sparklingly delightful, yet fatally dramatic story of the nymph Galatea, the shepherd Acis and the Cyclops Polyphemus.
Tickets can be booked and purchased online at www.letnislavnosti.cz. Reserved tickets can be picked up and paid for at the Festival Center or paid for online with a credit card. List of more sales points at www.colosseumticket.cz.

Festival Center
Galerie 1, Štěpánská 47, Prague 1

Wednesdays 10.00–18.00 (till 31 July 2024)

1 May, 8 May and 3 July the Festival Center will be closed.

Senior citizens (aged 63+) are entitled to a 10 % reduction on the ticket, students up to 26 years and children under 15 years to a 20 %.

A 50 % reduction on tickets is offered for ZTP (1 person) and ZTP-P (1 person and 1 accompanying) card-holders.

4+ reduction: Upon purchase of tickets for 4 or more concerts, a reduction of 20 % on the price of each ticket applies.

For students we offer a Student´s special: 100 CZK / 1 ticket without specifying a specific seat (holders of these tickets will be seated in the available seats just before the start of the concert).

Student´s special is available only for the concerts 24 July and 6 August.

More information at www.letnislavnosti.cz.

PROGRAM:

CONCERTS
Tuesday 16 July 2024
Emmaus Monastery, The Church of Our Lady and Slavic Saints
Paradisi porte
The Music of the Angels from Hans Memling's Altar Triptych
G. Dufay, J. Dunstaple, J. Obrecht, G. Binchois etc.
TIBURTINA ENSEMBLE (Czech Republic)
Barbora KABÁTKOVÁ – soprano, artistic director
Ivana Bilej Brouková, Tereza Böhmová – soprano
Daniela Čermáková, Anna Chadimová Havlíková – alto 

Hana Blažíková – soprano, Gothic harp
Kateřina Ghannudi – Gothic harp
Vojtěch Jakl – fiddle, tromba marina

Kristýna Kosíková – organetto 

OLTREMONTANO ANTWERPEN (Belgium)

Wim BECU – buisine, trompette des ménestrels, artistic director
Anna-Liisa Eller – psaltery, kannel, arpanetta 

Paul Kieffer – lute
Elisabeth Schollaert – shawm
Raphäel Robyns – clareta, trompette des ménestrels 
Thursday 18 July 2024
Strahov Monastery
Le Salon de musique
Mozart, Beethoven, Dobrzyński: String Quintets and Sextets
WROCŁAWSKA ORKIESTRA BAROKOWA – soloists (Poland)

Jarosław THIEL – cello, artistic director
Bartłomiej Fraś, Vida Bobin-Sokołowska – violin
Dominik Dębski, Andreas Torgersen (as a guest) – viola
Bartosz Kokosza – cello
Janusz Musiał – double bass 
Monday 22 July 2024
Troja Château 
Visioni di Napoli
The Fame of the Neapolitan Style in 18th Century Italy
A. Ragazzi, N. Matteis, D. Gallo, D. Scarlatti
TALENTI VULCANICI (Italy)
Stefano DEMICHELI – harpsichord, artistic director
Margherita Pupulin, Heriberto Delgado – Baroque violin
Sara Bagnati – Baroque viola
Marius Malanetchi – Baroque cello
Juan José Francione – lute, Baroque guitar
Marco Lo Cicero – double bass
Wednesday 24 July 2024
Sts. Simon and Jude Church
Tempus mirabilium
Dreams and Hope in the Works of 17th Century German Composers
M. Praetorius, H. Schütz, J. H. Schein, C. Ch. Dedekind
Hana BLAŽÍKOVÁ – soprano
CAPELLA DE LA TORRE (Germany)

Katharina BÄUML – shawm, artistic director
Hildegard Wippermann – alto pommer
Annette Hils – dulcian
Yosuke Kurihara – Renaissance trombone
Johannes Vogt – lute
Peter Bauer – percussion
Martina Fiedler – positive organ
Monday 29 July 2024

Troja Château 
Fantasia portuguesa
Passion and Longing in 18th Century Portuguese Operas and Songs
P. A. Avondano, F. A. de Almeida, C. Seixas, A. Teixeira
Ana VIEIRA LEITE – soprano
Marco OLIVEIRA – voice, guitar
OS MÚSICOS DO TEJO (Portugal)
Marcos MAGALHÃES – harpsichord, artistic director
Nuno Mendes, Denys Stetsenko – Baroque violin
Álvaro Pinto – Baroque viola
Ana Raquel Pinheiro – Baroque cello
Vicente Magalhães – double bass 

Pedro Castro – Baroque oboe, recorder
Marta Araújo – harpsichord
Wednesday 31 July 2024

The Ball Games Hall, Prague Castle
Sueños mágicos 
Dance Rhythms under the Southern Sun

G. Sanz, L. de Milán, A. Mudarra, D. Ortiz etc.

EUSKAL BARROK ENSEMBLE (Spain)
Enrike SOLINÍS – Baroque guitar, lavta, guiterne, artistic director
Miren Zeberio – Baroque violin, rebec
Pablo Martín Caminero – double bass 

David Mayoral – percussion
Tuesday 6 August 2024
ABC Theatre
Acis and Galatea
A Stage Performance of G. F. Handel's Pastoral Opera with Puppets
Helena HOZOVÁ – Galatea
Vojtěch SEMERÁD – Acis 

Ondřej HOLUB – Damon
Roman HOZA – Polyphemus
Tomáš LAJTKEP – Coridon 

BUCHTY A LOUTKY

Vít Brukner – director
Barbora Čechová, Kateřina Housková – puppet stage design and marionettes 
Markéta Stormová – costumes
Lukáš Valiska – light design
COLLEGIUM MARIANUM 

Jana SEMERÁDOVÁ – flauto traverso, artistic director
Lenka Torgersen – concert master
ADDITIONAL PROGRAMME
Thursday 25 July 2024
Melantrichova 19

Masterclass

(shawm, pommer, dulcian, trombone)
Lektoři (Německo):

Katharina Bäuml – shawm
Hildegard Wippermann – pommer
Regina Hahnke – dulcian
Falko Munkwitz – Renaissance trombone
26–29 Ocotber 2024 (vocal class)

31 October – 3 November 2024 (orchestral class)
Melantrichova 19

Akademie Versailles

International Masterclasses
La France et les nations / The French style in Baroque music (A. Vivaldi, F. Geminiani, G. Ph. Telemann)
Vocal masterclasses of Baroque music (vocal repertoire from 17th and 18th century)
Tutors:
Enrico Onofri (Italy) – orchestra, conductor
Chantal Santon Jeffery (France) – vocal class
Lenka Torgersen – string section
Organizer: Collegium Marianum – Týnská škola

The festival is a member of the European Early Music Network (REMA).

The Summer Festivities of Early Music is a proud recipient of the prestigious EFFE Label 2024–2025.

Under the auspices of:

the Minister of Culture of the Czech Republic Mgr. Martin Baxa,

the Mayor of the City of Prague doc. MUDr. Bohuslav Svoboda, CSc.

and the Czech Commission for UNESCO.
Festival is held with a kind financial support of:
Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic, City of Prague (1,500,000 CZK), State Cultural Fund of the Czech Republic,
Deutsch-Tschechischer Zukunftsfonds, the Government of Flanders, the Acción Cultural Espanola (AC/E; through the Programme for the Internationalisation of Spanish Culture / PICE), Embassy of Spain in Prague, French Institute in Prague, Italian Culture Institute in Prague, Polish Institute in Prague, Institute Camões, I.P.,
In collaboration with:
Prague 1 District, Galerie 1, Collegium Marianum Foundation, Centre de musique baroque de Versailles
Main Media Partner:

Czech Radio 3 Vltava

Partners:

TritonIT, Prague City Gallery, Royal Canonry of Premonstratensians at Strahov, Hotel Constans, Flora Print, WDLux

Media Partners:
Harmonie, Klasika PLUS, Opera PLUS, Radio Proglas, PROPAMÁTKY, Dějiny a současnost, Místní kultura
Contact:
SMART Communication s.r.o. 
Silvie Marková

M: +420 604 748 699
E: markova@s-m-art.com 
Collegium Marianum

Vodičkova 32, Praha 1 
T/F: +420 224 229 462, +420 731 448 346

www.letnislavnosti.cz
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